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Tyetune Auto Services

Quality Motor Engineers established 1975
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Station Yard
RUSHTON
Telephone: 01536 712398

email: tyetune@yahoo.co.uk

Website: www.tyetune.co.uk

SERVICING MOT TESTING

ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS
AIR CONDITIONING CAR SALES

Free collection and delivery
for local customers

There is no legal obligation to have your vehicle maintained under
warranty by the franchised dealer - the choice is yours

Need a car? We can source quality used vehicles on request




‘THE TRIANGLE’
News and views from
Rushton, Pipewell, Glendon
and round about!

January 2025

Now we’re in 2025

Many thanks - I’m still alive.

No time to write or philosophise,
Out of my depth and up to my eyes!

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR

10
EVERYONE.

EDITORIAL TEAM: Kevin Abraham, Jackie Hands.

MAIN CONTACT ADDRESS: ‘The Triangle’, 14, Midland Cottages, Rushton,

Kettering NN14 1RJ. Telephone: 07484790862. e-mail: jackiehands@aol.com
PUBLISHERS: ‘The Triangle’ is published by

RUSHTON PARISH NEWS PUBLICATIONS at the above address
BANKERS: Virgin Money

ARTICLES WILL ONLY BE PUBLISHED AT THE DISCRETION
OF THE EDITORIAL TEAM AND BE SUBJECT TO EDITORIAL
CONTROL. UNLESS STATED OTHERWISE THEY ARE THE
COPYRIGHT OF RUSHTON PARISH NEWS PUBLICATIONS.
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RUSHTON POST OFFICE
MONDAYS

12.30-1.15 p.m.
RUSHTON VILLAGE HALL

(Not Bank Holidays)

Church Floodlight Sponsorship Scheme
Following the repair and upgrade of the church floodlighting
installation the P.C.C. are once again offering the chance of sponsor-
ship for a night or nights’ lighting to celebrate anniversaries which are
special to you. Birthdays, wedding anniversaries, tributes to loved
ones etc.
For the period 1¥ December 2024 to 1% February 2025 lighting of our
beautiful medieval building will be on a nightly basis at the cost of
£3.00. The lights will be on from 16.00 hrs — 02.00 hrs the following
morning.
A diary is placed by the south door of the church for reservation of
dates. Or contact me or any member of the P.C.C.
Kevin J Abraham
Mob. 07713 416249
Email kjabra@btinternet.com

JULIE CRUICKSHANK
B.A. P.G.C.E. AL.CM
Piano and music teacher located in Rushton
Vacancies available for pupils of all ages.
Free taster session.
Singing and guitar lessons also available.

Please contact Julie on 07770812237
or 01536 711332
Email: firstpracticemusic@gmail.com
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ALL SAINTS 100 Club
NOVEMBER

Ist No. 63 Mrs. G. Weatherill
2nd No. 47 Mrs. E. Pitteway
3rd No. 26 Mrs. E. Phillips

1®&0

R.LP.
ROD DAVIS

We are very sad to publish the news of Rod’s death. A great
loss to the community of Rushton.

Rod designed the cover picture for ‘The Triangle’, and was
one of our greatest supporters. He also drew original
cartoons, which were loved by everyone who saw them.
Rod also supported the church by selling prints and cards.
He was a very talented artist and a great character. He will
be so missed. Our heartfelt condolences to the family.

A joyous picture below, when Nigel took him for a spin in
the Austin.
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THE THORNHILL ARMS
#SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL.

CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Another big thank you to Georgina at ‘The Thornhill Arms’ for
holding a raffle, which raised £81.00 for Rushton Community
Minibus funds.
The winner was DEREK BOOTH. A lovely outcome, as Derek’s late
partner, the much loved and missed Pat Booth, gave so many years of
service to driving the ‘bus.
Also, thanks to Georgina and her staff for hosting a magnificent
Christmas lunch on Thursday 19th December. The food was delicious.

Rushton Community Minibus
Regular Passengers’ Lunch.

Many thanks to Mike and Joy Brightman, Rob Gardiner and Father
Christmas for the lovely Christmas lunch at the Village Hall for the
regular passengers on the minibus. The pictures on page 7
demonstrate what a great time was had by all. Thank you for the
presents as well.
As we move into 2025, thank you to all the volunteer drivers, and to
Nigel and his team who look after the ‘bus. A special vote of thanks to
Mike and Joy who work so hard to organise trips and to enhance the
quality of life of so many in the community. It takes a lot of time and
dedication throughout the year. Your work is much appreciated.
Thank you on behalf of everyone.
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Rush Community

Minibus Regular
Passengers Christmas
Lunch




Coming Soon to Pushton
Loxy Cinema

Dates for vour diaries Dates & Films are subject to change

1Sth January 2023
THELMA (12A) Comedy/Drama

When 83-year-old Thelma Fost gets duped by & phone scammer pretending to be her grandsorn,
she sefs out on a treacherous quest across the city to reclaim what was taken from her.

Starring - June Squibb, Fred Hechinger & Richard Roundtree.

22nd February 2025
THE BOYS IN THE BOAT (12A) Drama

This is the triumphant sporting underdog story. The Umiversity of Washingfon men's rowing feam
struggled through the Depression era and fo fake on the challenge to compete at the 1936 Berlin
Qlympics.

Starring — Joel Edgerton, Callum Turner, & Peter Guinness

13th arch 2023
JULES (12A) Comedy

Ben Kingsley plays a quiet man in a rural America whose iife gets upended when a UFO
crashes in his backyard. As he befriends the mysterious E.T. within, things start to get
complicated when two neighbours get involved and government agenis

Starring - Ben Kingsley, Harriet Sansom Harris, Jade Quon & Jane Curtin

19th April 2023
THE THURSDAY MURDER CLUB (15) Drama

The story follows a group of friends in a refirement home who gather to solve murders for fun
but find themselves caught in a real case.

Starring - Helen Mirren, Pierce Brosnan, Ben Kingsley, Celia Imrie & David Tennant

Coors Cpen at 7-:00pm - Film Starts at 07-30 - Tickets £7.00 on the door

For furtherinformation pleaze =ee regularupdafes and defmiz

posted in the Tnangle Magazine, on the Panish Notice Boards, LRushitcn Yillase Hall
Rushion Village News and Views and Rushion Vilage Suppordt

WhatzApp Group. Chapel Lane

+% The Trianghe .~ wi.Ki =




Its Movie Time at the

Dushton boxy
Cinema

When 93-year-old Thelma Post gets

duped by a phone scammer pretending

- te be her grandscn, she sets out on a

F T i | treacherous quest across the city to
N reclaim what was taken from her.
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Inspired by a real-ife experience of the
director's own grandmother.

Thelma puts aclever spin on movies like
Mission. Impossible, shining the
spotlight on the elderly as an unlikely
action heros.

¥
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With affectionate humour, the film
= employs the familiar tropes of the action
= genre in hilaricus, age-appropriate ways
to tackle themes of aging, mortalty, and
human frailty.

THELMA{12A} Stars: June Squibb, Fred Hechinger,

Richard Roundiree.

Saturday 1st January — 7:30pm
LCocrs COpen at 7:00pm

LRushton Village Hall

Chapel Lane
Tickets £7.00 on the door
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Rushton Parish Contacts

Parish Council
Contact - Megan Ellis. Clerk & RFO R MMO’VV
Phone — 07949 448871 :

Email - megan.ellis.pc@outlook.com % Parish Council
Waebsite www.rushtonparishcouncil.oro.uk

Rusiion Community Minibus

Community Minibus
Contact — Glir. Mike Brightman
Phone - 07850 236833 3
Email - rushtoncmbi@outlook.com Porsbom Mirstren Bervirg e Gumemerily
Waebsite - www_rushtonparishcouncil.org.uk/mughton-community-minibus/

Village Hall

Contact- Rob Gardiner

Phone - 01536 41817

Email - gardinersatrushton@hotmail.co.uk

Contact - Heather Pain

Phonea - 01536 712211

Email - heatherpaini952@yahoo.co.uk

Wabsite - www_rushtonparishcouncil.org ukfrushton-village-hall

All Saints Church (Churchwardens)

Contact- Kevin J Abraham

Phone - 07713 416249

Email - kjabrai@btinternet.com

Contact — Margaret Mudditt

Phone - 01536 710357

Email - graham.mudditt@hotmail.co.uk

Waebsite - www_allsaintsrushton.org.ukicontact-us

Cricket Club N The Thormhill Arms

Phone — 07852 472963 = Phone — 01536 710251
Email — rushtoncc@outlook.com Email - rushtoncc@outlook.com
Website — www.thornhillarmsrushton.co.uk

Environmental Agency — b
Phona 0800 80 70 60 - For reporting odours from the tip/Mick George site.

Website — www.gov.ukigovenment/orgainsation/envioronment-agency

North Northamptonshire Highways-

www_fbamysirealt com —For reporing commeon street preblems like potholes streetlights and
dog fouling. If you consider that the defect you are reporting about is an emergency (such as
flooding, fallen branchesftrees, sinkholes), please do not log it on to this system. Instead,
between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday, call 0300 126 3000. Ouiside of these hours,
please ring 01604 651074,

Crimestoppers-

Phona 0800 555 111 24T 365 days a year - An independent charity that gives you the
power to speak up to stop crime, 100% anonymously. Sharing advice on how to protect the
people you care about from crime, so everyone can feel safe.

td, ~ b,

1, ~ o U, — hephalls] — genodil, — hoj Ui, - hapha) — el — hal U - hap ko) — gomodtd — wot s - bepa) — o

R, = Wa Ui, —hephap) — e




11

THE BIG CHRISTMAS TRIVIA QUIZ - ANSWERS
Round 1 — Festive facts
1 - St. Nicholas
2 - Coca-Cola
3-1939
4 - The Crown of Thorns

5 - Norway

6 - Christmas Cards

7 - Douglas Fir

8 - Tree Lights

9 - Nine

10 - Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen & Rudolph

Round 2 — Songs & Music

1 - One Horse Open Sleigh

2 - Here In My Heart4

3 - Silent Night

4 - White Christmas

5-364

6 - Band Aid

7 - Driving Home For Christmas

8 - Shane MacGowan and Kirsty MacColl
9 — White Christmas

10 - Jingle Bells

Round 3 — Christmas Food & Drink
1 - A Shepherd's Crook

2 - KFC

3 - Eggnog

4 - Gingerbread House
5 - False

6 - Cranberry Sauce

7 — Horseradish

8 - Mulled Wine

9 - Panettone

10 — Germany
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New Year, New Services, New Opportunities

As some of you may already know, | am currently under-
taking a year's course to become a licenced lay worship
leader. Part of my course is about looking at what
opportunities for worship we currently offer in the benefice
and what we could offer in the future.

| hope to be able to offer services such as Morning Prayer,
Compline, Healing Services, Choral Evensong and many
more, if there is a want for it.

These new opportunities for worship will hopefully broaden
what we can offer our communities as well as current
congregations.

A questionnaire will be coming out, in the coming month, to
each of the churches, to ask for your opinions on new
forms/types of worship/services you would like to see
offered.

| hope to have your support in this venture.

Many thanks
Laurabeth Creasey

Anne Sloan with Revd.
Margaret Mossman after her
enrolment in the Mothers’
Union
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CHURCH SERVICES IN JANUARY

SERVICES IN JANUARY
Sunday Sth January

The Epiphany

10.00 a.m. Family Service
Sunday 12th January
Baptism of Christ—First Sunday
of Epiphany

10.00 a.m. Family Communion
Sunday 19th January

Second Sunday of Epiphany
9.15 a.m. Parish Communion
Sunday 26th January

Third Sunday of Epiphany
9.15 a.m. Parish Communion
at Pipewell

SUNDAY READINGS
Sunday 12th January

Isiah 43: 1-7 (Amanda Frogley)
Luke 3: 15-17, 21-22 (Heather Pain)
Sunday 19th January

Isiah 62: 1-5 (Jackie Hands)
John 2: 1-11 (Richard Phillips)
Sunday January 26th

Neh 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

(Margaret Mudditt)

Luke 4: 14-21 (Kevin Abraham)
ALTAR FLOWERS

January Sth/January 12th
Anne Abraham

January 21st/January 28th
Heather Pain.

Web site—allsaintsrushton.org.uk

CONTACT DETAILS

PARISH CLERGY

Revd. Andy Giles. The Vicarage, Squires Hill, Rothwell. NN14 6AB. Mob. 07825 021722.

Email—rev.andy.giles@gmail.com

Revd. Margaret Mossman. 32 Tennyson Rd, Rothwell. NN14 6JH. Tel. 01536 660928.

Email -margomossman@gmail.com

Revd, Stephen Heygate. 4 Gapstile Close, Desborough. NN14 2TZ. Tel. 01536 764106.

Email stephenheygate@btinternet.com
CHURCHWARDENS

Kevin J Abraham. 23 Midland Cottages, Rushton. NN14 1RJ. Mob 07713 416249.

Email—kjabra@btinternet.com

Margaret Mudditt. The Coach House, Desborough Rd, Rushton. NN14 1RG Tel. 01536 710357

Email—graham.mudditt@hotmail.com
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Mystery Location — December edition.
The December Mystery Location was Glendon. The image was taken
100m east of the T junction (at the top of Glendon Road) looking in
the direction of Rothwell.
Mrs Ann Jones of Rothwell correctly identified the location and sent
in an interesting letter describing the memories that the image brought
back to her. This letter is published on page 15.
No mystery location this month but an image from my archives which
I thought may be of interest. It is an aerial view of the junction of
Station Road and High Street showing ‘The Thornhill Arms’ and what
is now known as Woodyard Close just behind it. The image was taken
over 50 years ago in the early 1970’s.
Kevin J Abraham
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A letter from Mrs Ann Jones. (Née Atterbury). — Dec 2024.
To the editors of the Rushton ‘Triangle’.
I look forward to your magazine every month, bringing back happy
memories of my childhood in Glendon and Rushton.
The mystery location in the December edition brought back memories of
waiting for the school bus to take me to the Central School in Kettering. It
shows the Kettering to Rothwell Rd. just before the junction to Rushton Rd.
The railings to the right surrounded Image Field belonging to Glendon Hall.
Before WW?2 this field had statues displayed in it. During the war my father,
Bill Atterbury, was farm bailiff and had to organise the removal of these
Greek style statues to cultivate the land to help the war effort.
At harvest time everyone helped to get the harvest in, adults and children.
We worked as long as the light would allow us. When all was safely gath-
ered in we travelled by tractor and trailer to the Rushton pub for a well-
earned drink.
This part of the road I knew well as I stood and waited for the bus. At the
junction to Rushton was a grass triangle with a tree standing in the middle. I
was told that in bygone days it was a hanging tree where people could be
hanged for stealing a sheep or a rabbit.
Several years ago the BBC Time Team found remains of a mediaeval village
nearby so it could be true.
There was a door in the wall on the left-hand side opposite Rushton Rd
which could be used by servants who would walk to Glendon Hall for work.
Behind the wall on the left were the kitchen gardens with green houses etc.
We had Land Girls come to help produce food for the nation when we
needed it most. One of these girls married the young gardener.
Standing under these trees could be a bit spooky in the dark mornings and
evenings getting on and off the school bus. Only me waiting alone near the
hanging tree.
A Robin built a nest in the disused letterbox in the Hall gateway and birds
would sing in the quiet country lanes as the trees changed colour with the
seasons. Happy memories of days gone by. I had a long walk from
Woodfield Farm but no traffic to worry about as I stood in the shade of those
lovely trees.

Editors’ Note: Thank you, Ann.
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FLY-TIPPING || e maces oo oo
LOOSE PAVING || fzmmomeescmsymsossymisasmmaan

The great thing Is you don't need to know whi's responsibis for

DOG POOP VANDALISM fing your problem. You Just put  pin on 3 map, ang

FlxMyStrest s2nds your report to the might councl.
BROKEN STREET LIGHTING? B e e o

¥OU 3N browse your local area and se2 what the prevalent
probiems are and what's been finad.
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another project from the lovely people at myS:dety

30a Regent Street, Kettering, NN16 8QG

Established in 1957, T James Electrical Ltd is one of the most respected'
and well established electrical contractors in the East Midlands.
T James spedialise in all electrical services from UPS installations,
lighting, periodic testing & inspection and data cabling to a fully project
managed electrical installation for a wide range of customers.
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All Saints’ Church, Rushton - Altar Flowers 2025

January Sth/January 12th

Anne Abraham

January 2 1st/January 28th

Heather Pain

February 4th/February 11th

Rachel Boothman and Alison Hogg

February 16th/February 23rd Margaret Mudditt
March 2nd Margaret Mudditt
March 5th - April 18th NO FLOWERS - LENT
April 20th (EASTER DAY)/April 27t Elaine Phillips

May 4th/May 11th

Rosemary Swan

May 18th/May 25th

Julie Cruickshank

June 1st/June 8th

Elaine Warner

June 15th/June 22nd Nicola Bryan
June 29th/July 6th Margaret Mudditt
July 13th/July 20th Amanda Frogley
July 27th/August 3rd Julie Chorlton
August 10th/August 17th Diane Hefford
August 24th/August 31st Kathryn Croker
September 7th/September 14th Jackie Hands
September 21st/September 28th Beryl Wetherall
October 5th/October 12th Joy Brightman
October 19th/November 26th -

November 2nd/ November 9th Lesley Mundy
November 16th/November 23rd Greta Larking

November 30th - Advent Sunday

Advent. No flowers until Christmas Day

December 25th - Christmas Day

The Hipwell family

Thank you for your contributions to the life of the church. We try to ensure that any special
remembrances are acknowledged, but this is not always possible. We hope the dates we have

allocated to you are suitable.

If you need access to the church to do the flowers, please contact Kevin and Anne on
annemarya@btinternet.com or Beryl on 01536 712043.
Please note: If you are unable to do the flowers on the Sundays you have been allocated,

please swap with someone.

Any problems, please contact Beryl, Kevin or Anne. Thank you.
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RUSHTON VILLAGE W.L

RECORD OF THE MAIN MEETING HELD ON
WEDNESDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2024
In the Village Hall
Diane welcomed 24 members including guest Carol
NEWSLETTER (News sheet)/Events summary

The N.C.F.W.IL. Bi-Annual County Quiz will take place on Monday 14 April
2025 at the Mercure Hotel, Daventry. We already have one team and hoping
to raise another. This item is on the notice board — please indicate if you
would like to make up another team.

The Board of Trustees for 2024/25 has been updated and it was noted that
our own Caz Reynolds had been appointed.

CRAFT: Christmas fairies will continue as last month — basic sewing kit
and everything started on last month. If unable to attend last month, there are
fairies ready to go at the same stage as everyone else, just bring sewing kit.

BOOK CLUB: November: Everyone is choosing their own book that their
Mum loved. December: Kika and me: how one extraordinary guide dog
changed my world by Dr Amrit Patel.

REFRESHMENTS NEXT MONTH:
Christmas savoury nibbles and mince pies will be provided plus tea and
coffee or members can bring their own drinks.

COMPETITION: Something made from ceramic.

e 80" anniversary of Victory in Europe (VE) Day, Thursday 8th May
2025: Amanda had attended the committee meeting for the organisation of
this service to be held at the War Memorial. It was agreed that the W.1.
would provide teas and cakes as refreshments in the Village Hall after the
service.

e County AGM: Seven members attended — Diane praised the work done
by Katrina and the team in producing a publicity poster for the Challenge
Trophy competition which had featured the scanning facility. Amanda was
also applauded for achieving third place in the Pauline Duff Trophy competi-
tion by making a top out of Recycled Material. Well done Amanda!

e The 2025 Challenge Trophy will be to write a murder mystery radio play
and baking shortbread will be required for the Pauline Duff Trophy.

The subscription for 2025 will be £51
COMPETITION THIS MONTH: Something made from paper or card

The result in reverse order was:
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Joint 3 - {Beryl Maylan — ear rings
{Christine Wright — calendar
o - Amanda Frogley — quilled greeting card
* - Ann Kemp — book-folded hedgehog
REINDEER WORKSHOP:

A great deal of fun and laughter was had in constructing the models of a
reindeer and Santa’s sleigh under the guidance of Christine W and her
team. The cardboard shapes for the sleigh and the boxes and rolls to make
Rudolph and Santa’s gifts had been collected over several weeks by the
committee and Christine had provided additional Christmas paper, tinsel
and decorative items. Luisdolf won best looking reindeer and sleigh, and
was joint winner with Mac the Brown Nosed Reindeer in the races.
Everyone very much enjoyed the evening and Diane thanked all those who
had participated.
RECORD OF THE MAIN MEETING
HELD ON WEDNESDAY 11th DECEMBER 2024
at the Village Hall
Diane welcomed 24 members including guest Carol Bryceland.
COMPETITION THIS MONTH: Something made from ceramic
The result in reverse order was:

3" . Sue Parker - a dog
2" . Katrina Maylan - a plaque
1 - CazReynolds - aplaque

PARTY, PANTOMIME AND CHRISTMAS CAROLS:

Members enjoyed Christmas party food, snacks and nibbles and fun
was had with the quiz.

The Committee performed an “alternative” pantomime of Cinderella
which created much laughter, enjoyment and applause.

The evening was rounded off with carol singing accompanied by
Amanda on her guitar.

Diane warmly thanked Sue Parker for providing the food and thanks
to Amanda for the quiz and carol sheets and leading the singing. She
also wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and
a safe journey home.

DATE OF NEXT MAIN MEETING:
Wednesday 8th January 2025 at 7.15 p.m. at the Village Hall.
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Coiree Merning

at the

Thernhill Arms Rushton

In association with the Rushton Community Minibus

Dates for you 2025 Dia

January 9 February 123™ — March 13™ — Apnl 10— June 12" — July 10™ -
August 14™ — Seplember 11™ — Oclober 9 November 13™ — December 11™

Thursday 10:00 to 12:00

Cone and join us for a chat over a cup of coffee
or tea and meet up with friends old and new.

What's your preference.

Unlimited Tea & Coffee — Seif Serve £2.00 per person.
A Slice of Cake £3.50 per slice
Flate of Biscuits £1.00 per plate
Toasted Tea Cake £2 50 each
Bacon [ Sausage | Egg Rolls £3.80 each

Al Welcome

Including Puppies too

Rushton
Community g

THE @\}'N\* Minibus (S
:\Rht:‘ Heep up b date wit= &l the latest News, Views & What's Golag On
one — “' H ‘
e /= The Triangle /<
Webaite - wwrw_thormhillarmerushton. oo vk Thﬂ Rushm Far"is\h “agazinﬂ
PNy Rushton - Pipewell - Glendon
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JEMMA WHITLAM

i

JemmoEjemmawhitlomcoaching. co.uk
Oreas 3946754

ABOUT YOU
= fou wake up stiff and achey WHAT YOU GET

« ¥ou spand o lot of time ot o desk/driving

= Relieve aches and pains and improve
= You howve a very physscal job or hably that

: ; mablity
SN SR S0 W YOMIT Moy = Relos and toks time for yoursalf
= You always feel tense . s valles

* You'ra alwoys on the go and often feel stressed Im g b il

A5 o fevwl 3 sports mossope theropist  offer quotey  * Peel reenergised and Boost your mood

m&“! Ehert e Bioth J'lfﬁ.h’ﬁa i @e i ve. - 5|ka Fallow up siretches and
Massage is an incredibie stress reliever that hos exercises to do at home
bean shown to redice covtisad levels by over S0%!
Services Price
30 minube express mossage £35
&0 minute signoture MossEgR E40
20 minute deep relaxation massege £50

Whether you're looking fo improve athietic parformance oF anfance Four generol il
being, taking care of yourself ien't seifish It has o positive impact on everyone around you
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POINT TO PONDER FOR JANUARY 2025

What is in store for us as we enter another new year? Will it be the same
dreadful wars and conflicts or will there be peace on earth? Will the advent
of assisted dying enhance our human dignity or change our perceptions
about how we should care for the living? Will the return of Donald Trump to
the White House make for a better and safer world? Will the cost of living
be more bearable? Will we feel more comfortable in safeguarding the
welfare of our children, the elderly and the vulnerable in our society? Will
we be less anxious about the future or more at ease with our daily living?
We cannot avoid asking questions about what things will be like in this life!
One thing is certain “there is nothing new under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 1:9)
We have never lived in the “big rock candy mountain” (as sung by Burl
Ives) nor do we inhabit a world entirely devoid of love and goodness. It is
natural for us to despair at the situation we encounter in whatever year of our
existence but that is but a sign that we have love in our hearts and lives. We
should let that be the encouragement we can share with one another to
overcome life’s difficulties and not feel crushed by them. We live in a world
where things can be cruelly wrong but also where things can go beautifully
right. We need to take stock of ourselves and in the process discover that
there are more blessings in our lives than we often take for granted. Most of
these will be found in the love of family and friends and they are more
enduring than the sporadic calamities that hit the headlines. We often forget
that God has more faith in us than we realise. (see John 3:16) As St. Paul
wrote to his friends in Corinth “we are afflicted in every way, but not
crushed; perplexed but not driven to despair:”(2 Corinthians 4:8) There is an
inner spark in all of us which gives us that awareness of the all-
encompassing love of life which cannot ever be taken away from us. God
made us to reflect his grace and despite what may happen we cannot lose
that truth however hard it may be to find it. We cannot set the world to right
on our own, but we can look after our own part of it and tend it with love,
care, and concern. We will then find that there is more laughter than tears as
well as more resources to help those in need. It would be good to hear more
voices in the new year from pulpits or podiums about the potential for good
in human beings. In this way we could all help one another to build a better
world. As George Eliot puts it, “it is never too late to be what we might have
been.”

R
Canon George Burgon %7
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AMAZING
EYE CARE
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<>) DAVIS
OPTOMETRISTS
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